Clarification of the California Wintu Northern Boundary

Various views: 1877-2007

Alfred L. Kroeber's map

Drawing lines on the map of California to divide Indian tribal territory relied heavily on interpretation. Based on the theoretical
background of the scholar — linguistics, ethnography, archaeology, or ecology — the boundaries won’t be the same and the results
may be subject to lively debate. Interestingly, the research, descriptions, and debates were by and among the scholars. The Indian C. Hart Merriam’s map: 1955
tribes being studied, to the extent they did still exist, may have been consulted for reference, but were not generally consulted as
expert authorities.
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C. Hart Merriam’s unaltered description of the boundaries of the Wintu, "Tribes of Wintoon
Stock," was published in Studies of California Indians (1955). Boundary features on this
map are based on GIS layers of hydrologic drainage areas, rivers, streams, mountains,
and cultural features that were described by Merriam. Differing from cartographic
convention, the colors were varied in order to differentiate the segments referred to by
Merriam, and his text is quoted to explain the location. If | had to interpret Merriam’s writing,
or used a source other than his text, | included that explanation as well.

Alfred L. Kroeber (1876 — 1960) and C. Hart Merriam (1855 — 1942) were professional contemporaries. Both devoted much of their
careers to studying Indian issues. Kroeber’s Handbook of the Indians of California was first published in 1925; he introduced it as “the
outcome of 17 years of acquaintance and occupation with the Indians of California.” The data came primarily from ethnographers
variously affiliated with the American Museum of Natural History, University of California, and Bureau of American Ethnology of the
Smithsonian. Kroeber had worked closesly with linguist Roland Dixon to establish the language families. C. Hart Merriam, from about
1902 to 1935, spent five to six months each year doing field work with various Native American tribes in western United States,
including the Wintu. However, most of his research on Indians was published posthumously.

Black Butte

7 Wi'-bos

"The name Wi-bos is applied to the
northernmost Wintoon — those
occupying the upper waters of the
Sacramento and McCloud rivers and
Squaw Creek. Their territory is said to
extend from Sisson east to Black Fox
Mountain and Bartles. They are said
to have intermarried extensively with
the-Modok — some say the Shaste and
/Modess?also —and to have talked a
mixed Iangua‘g’;e. Some of the McCloud
continued "Wi’-bos"

Black Fox Mountain
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‘Wi-bos" contin uedl
Wintoon regard the Wi'-bos as a distinct
tribe; Roland Dixon thinks they are a
branch of the Shaste a‘qd calls them
Okwanutsu, a term which, as | have
elsewhere shown, is simply.a Shaste word
meaning ‘south people’ and has no tribal
significance. The Shaste call the Wintoon
Hah-to-kwe-wah, and say that they held all
the country south of Mt. Shasta and the
upper Sacramento to Sisson." p. 10

Merriam began his career as a medical doctor but soon switched his research

to biology, studying living animals. By the time he was thirty, Merriam was the director

of the USDA Biological Survey, which specialized in mapping the geographical distribution
of the animals of North America. In 1899 E. H. Harriman, the railroad financier, asked
Merriam to organize and direct his summer vacation — an expedition to Alaska. This led to
a lifelong friendship with Mrs. Harriman. In 1910 she established a trust for him,
administered through the Smithsonian Institution, that enabled him to fully dedicate
himself to research without financial worries.

Prior to Kroeber’s 1925 Handbook, Stephen Powers’ 1877 report and map, Tribes of California, had been the only systematic study
of California Indians. Where Powers' map didn’t correspond to Kroeber’s interpretation, Kroeber explained the differences were

due to advances in the field of linguistics — his specialty. In Kroeber’s writing about the Hokan family, he includes six Shastan
language groups, including the Shasta Tribe to the north of the Wintu and the Achumawi to the east. Kroeber wrote in the 1925
Handbook that little was known about the Wintu, but he considered them valley people who had made their way into the hills. By

the 1900s the Okwanuchu were extinct, if they ever existed. However, the Okwanuchu area provides a logical place on the map for

a linguistic bridge between the Shasta and Achumawi. Differing in his belief about the northern Wintu boundary from Powers, Kroeber
argued strongly that the extinct Okwanuchu tribe was part of the Shasta tribe. Kroeber’s authority as an Indian linguistic expert, his

—The eastern boundary extends
from near Bartles southwest to
Gtizzly Peak." p. 3

"The notthern boundatry of the Wintoon extends

. . ot . .l At the time Kroeber and Merri doing thei h, th tel f east from the high divide between the waters of
widely published writings, and his position at UC Berkeley as both Professor of Anthropology and Director of the Museum of the race against time to tryetglfer?::r/grg et:illr;%‘rorilrlr:Z?aer?sr?Nh . ﬁgd\l\:cier;et_ﬁ:l; de Ign?)\\l/vv?erg goe A ' Trinity River and those of Scott River to Black
Anthropology gave his version of the Wintu boundary credence; it was cited and reproduced by subsequent authors. Merriam of life before California became an American Territory in 1848. Merriam knew that Ka—hoo ~-tin-e —1'111{ Butte and Mt. Shasta." p. 3
disagreed with Kroeber, but his work describing the Northern Wintu boundaries went unpublished until 1955, in Studies of California i a6 e Olae ey eiieres e [Kesber sl Glhers insisting et Ok L \
Indians. |

was simply a Shasta word for "south of here."
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The maps below document changes in Wintu tribal boundaries from Powers to Kroeber. Kroeber's version has been widely reproduced

in subsequent publications, especially by those who worked closely with the staff and researchers of UC Berkeley. The maps below
have been scanned and georeferenced and the Wintu territory was colorized to make it easier to see. Merriam’s boundary, outlined in
red, was added for comparison. Mount Shasta was added for reference.

Robert Heizer, Professor of Anthropology at UC Berkeley, and former student of Kroeber,
arranged for publication of much of Merriam’s work. Merriam had stipulated that his Indian
data could be published by others so long as they “should reproduce him exactly, without
alteration.” In 1966, for the Indian Claims Commission, California Dockets 31 and 37,
Heizer and Kroeber published Languages, Territories and Names of California Indian
Tribes. Included were two maps prepared by Heizer and Kroeber. One map showed a

Source: Heizer, Robert F. 1978. "Introduction." In Handbook of North American Indians, Volume 8, edited by William C.Sturtevant, General Editor, and Robert F. :jeVISK.)nt.Of Kroeber’s trll;atl)tegltol\l;ly m.ap.’TI‘ée Oﬂ;}?r mzap W%S bl\jse(.j On_llyllebmtamHS .boundary
Heizer, Volume Editor. p 1-5. Washington: Smithsonian Institution. escriptions as prepared by Lr. Merriam's daugnter, enaida ierriam 1albol. Heizer
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Powers' and Kroeber’s maps were originally drawn at a scale of ca. 1:1,810,000.
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explained these lingustic maps show language stock with subdivisions of tribal or dialect coffee G MCCLOUD DAM
boundaries. While the 1966 map was based on Merriam's work, his boundaries of the : & __"From Grtizzly Peak the eastern boundary continues
Wintu were modified to conform to Kroeber's view, continuing to attribute the Okwanuchu 2 south along the divide between Squaw Creek and
—— e oy — - —— r he Sh Tribe. Therefore. | bel i i irst ti N the Big Bend of Pit River." p. 3
T_N-l '-dO Stephen Powers: 1877 a ea.to t' eS asta. be erefore, | believe th|§ presentation may be the first time A g p
has . _ta 0 - J Merriam's boundaries have been mapped as he intended. & N t
" Mt Shasta Source: Powers, Stephen. 1877. Map Showing the Distribution of the % um- e_po m
Y ’ k a eI ' Indian Tribes in California: To lllustrate Report of Stephen Powers. Map. Source: Kroeber, Alfred L. 1955. "C. Hart Merriam as Anthropologist." In Studies of California Indians, edited <
u -IC . Washington, D.C.: Geographical and Geological Survey of the Rocky by the Staff of the Department of Anthropology of the University of California. vii-xiv. Berkeley: University of 4 L‘§ "The Num-te-pom or Sacra’mento River

Mountain Region (U.S.). Drawn for Sturtevant, 1978 Handbook of North California Press. , - Division comprises the drainage basin

American Indians. The westetn boundary extends south from the _ , of the upper Sacramento, locally known
Heizer, Robert Fleming. 1966. Languages, Territories, and Names of California Indian Tribes. Berkeley: high divide between the waters of South Fork / % as the “Little Sacramento,” extending ' '
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Stephen Powers made the first systematic maps of tribal University of California Press. Salmon River and those of Coffee Creek." p. 3 g. 14 from the head of the river at Sisson down 5 r Ach'-o-ma -W¢E

boundaries in the 1870s, almost 30 years after most Indians Num-so0s tg 'tj J”B‘.;t'to.”t"?”th tﬂ? 'Z'ttR't‘;]er' Trt‘e ;‘et;]m 3 Win-ne-mem

had been moved from their ancestral lands. The Indian eupa;er 'g;ga';gﬁﬁ)'zbose Sethr,,% 7e )

population had dropped from 310,000 before contact with y "The Num-soos or Trinity Division iy = "The Win-ne-mem or McCloud Division

Europeans to about 100,000 in 1850, and to 50,000 by 1870. | i comprises the drainage basin of 7 embraces the entire course of McCloud
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Centennial Exhibition in Philadelphia. In 1877 he published his ' o / ) (\ miles above the junction’tolits mouth in
observations. The Wintun-speaking Indians of the Sacramento ) (' o Sacramento River."p. 7/
Valley were later divided into three linguistic groups — the "The western boundary follows Canyon Creek p - j ]
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Oregon Gulch a little east of the present ) I 2 J Merriam's
town of Junction." p. 3 S S ! Q % _ border
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Borders *\| Okwanuchu two generatlgns ago; not more. There is not one . : beginning onthe north between 7 - 4 ~ South Fork Mountain ¢ Data Sources:
, Miwok now." Thus, part of the Wintu territory was attributed to the The northern Hay Fork boundary is Soldict Crac i Do ity Y6~ 4 \ A2 ,
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. “The Nor'-rel-muk, or,Hay Fork division of the Northern Wintoon, / ’~~‘ belt along the east side of Sacramento River Y Y
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SHAST, i : : WA " . Coast'Range, which 'separates the headwaters of streams flowing \ 1 WHISKEYTOWN DAM ® Cottonwood Creek." p. 3 Volcano; Mountain Peaks; Populated Places; Rivers
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i . - Working with Kroeber's guidance, DuBois did extensive field Eluf?f‘ Creelc(a F(‘llbutary Olf Sciuth y Creek l\ 4 TN 3 ES ' ' /atlasftp.html. Major Dams of the United States.
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e | S ~ I Waimuk were a people who lived in the narrow valley of the e ehor il Hayfork "The Eastern boundary,\\ s %&
el s : ...} upper McCloud. They have now entirely disappeared with the R ssearsouthmard) 7} () ity
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Igo SE CENTRAL YRAAR - i i h it of h Fork M in fi i plu . "The Ni-i'-ch t lofty North Yolla Bolly." p. 67 / % " . .
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e 8 \ \ - i i
I LA , , SEY . the h f ) . : . was done as a case study to explore how one tribe, the Wintu, were placed on the map.
Merriam's VISR Winmu Bounpary—— | two languages, their own (or Shastan) and Wintu. | am inclined ) ) e O 4 P The Northern Wintoon (Wintoon proper) reached ~ i y P - e P : P
Wintu s A e ikt o identify thase so-called Waimuk of the Wintu with the N I_Il_Che Post Creek." p. 6. P J Y south from the upper Sacramento Valley and McCloud Authoritive references, such as Handbook of North American Indians, published by the
Borders R~ : — y . o WA 2 \ { River region to Red Bank Creek just south of Red Smithsonian, suggest that the work is comprehensive and the facts are undebatable. Yet Heizer
Okwanuchu and to consider them a transition people among - - / S WV - & " . . ; ;
whom one tribal unit gradually faded into another." p. 8 (ethnCt) i e Bluff (some say only to Cottonwood Creek)." p. 4 E (1966) wrote, “[much] has been veiled by the shrinkage, removal, and amalgamation of the natives
S (s \éood Creck = ® Balls in recent generations.” The great frustration of scholars and researchers is “we shall not know as
) § < | Ferry much as we want to know about the California Indians.”
S S S
" s . . * ) q q q q q q q q
Forest .~ The Ni-i-che were a small Wintoon tribe, ~ S The Winnemem Wintu and other Wintu groups still exist and persist in their efforts to be
VIt Shasia 3 s i q q q q a.q o q
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B e Source:.aPena, Frank. 1978. "Wintu.” In Handbook of North American Inforration’s to it Boundaiss e aisticnshi b land and the creatures who live there, especially the salmon. Kroeber's boundary places Mount
s v Indians, Volume 8, CA. edited by W. Sturtevant, General Ed. and R. _ | P ra . . . . e h
: . e . has been given to me by three tribes of p Shasta, an important sacred and cultural site for the Wintu, outside their tribal territory. Caleen
Heizer, Volume Ed. p. 324-340. Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian. 9 oY : ! / i@ . . . .
___________ Athapascan stock.... Their language is said to 7 Beegum Creef /, Sisk-Franco, the leader of the Winnemem Wintu, contests the claims that the area referred to as
LaPena updated DuBois' map by adding county boundaries "The Ni-i'-che southern boundary be practically the same as th?t of the Nor'-rermuk ¢” 74 Okwanuchu was ever anything but Wintu. She asks, “What other tribe has origin and
and reservoirs. However, there are three discrepancies between was formed by Post Creck on CAETEES - O { Jelly death stories that directly relate to the waters of Mount Shasta? People were multi-lingual in the
the map as drawn and its description in LaPena's text. First, he the east side of South Fork." p. 6 y ® area because of trade and marriages but Tribes did not share hunting grounds or sacred sites. To
used Merriam’s (1955) description of the northern boundary in ) go into another tribes area without permission was to risk punishment, even war.”
his text: “The northern boundaries of the region are the valleys (
. . . . . S Etna Mt. Shasta
of the upper Trinity River, extending up the Sacramento River to \ <4 g A
the high divide between the Trinity and Scott rivers, to Black 'L & | CalTrans P T L0
Butte and Mount Shasta, passing a little north of Black Fox i & \év'”gemem Mount
Mountain.” The northern boundary Merriam described is not the \, _“\@‘“ i NIt b A orders
one represented on LaPena's map. Second, he refers to the " , N f soct PP g 4 B , :
. h le” N " | h # th The southern boundary is formed by South “« (Wintoon proper) reached Merriam's Figlowd
nort _peo,p . gs Waymaq_’ bUt_ eaves t em 2 t_ _e map, thus Fork Trinity River from its headwaters to Forest -~ A south from the upper Wintu P :
ly sh ht of th Wint dentified b 4 b wW-pu i ~
only showing eight of the nine Wintu groups identified by Glen (otherwise known as Auto Rest)." p. 6 N Sacraglory Vlloy 264 Borders “
DuBois and listed in his text. Third, the statement, “Wintu { o G Tl e et S e S McCloud River region to
: . is distribution,
Merriam's SN @OUENEE PElS Gif i are now LUy Shas:ta, {’ between Cottonwood Crgek on the north and Red Bank Creck just south 0 : 20 /
Wintu Siskiyou, and Tehama counties,” is true for Merriam's [ Red Bank Creek on the south, was a small of Red Bluff (some say only to ' ' | Miles &
Borders fo._ ) TR i boundaries, but his map shows the Wintu territory in only \ division called Daw'-pum. p. 4 ; Cottonwood Creek)." p. 4 : %
. Shasta and Trinity counties. 2&
North Yolla Bolly >
Mernamls /‘) 7863 o( f ; ( : ! e \\,\\ Burney
— Wintu / gleif R |
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\ ) " Frank LaPena: 2002 Set'-ten-b1'-den | N |
Merriam' MG L (S Source:Hoveman, Alice R. 2002. Journey to Justice: The Wintu People . o /
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Wintu ~ bak S
Borders SISKIYOU CO_. . Red Bank Creek 8 A Q (
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_tl’_ﬁzkr’nt;Ut\;‘vhaesrzi‘;vnaTi f?; dd?eSaC\::Eho:ff?[];]g]?ezgl::g?srlziénrrtgz tteXt' © To the Winnemem Wintu the issue of boundaries is still pertinent. The tribe regularly deals with
P P L 9 \ Federal, State, and private agencies regarding a wide variety of issues. If a construction
Ul (SEEES elvite [ WS TIUE) Gt aer el el (olnic il : : = @ roject digs up an ancient grave, which tribe should be contacted so they can be appropriatel
American Indians. The nine regions of the Wintu, as identified H T heNorthermyWintoon, (Wiritoas Wi-e'-ker-ril (6Xt1ﬁ(jt> (& project c1gs ub grave, . y bpropriaiely
: ; b . " ,ﬁ reburied? If PG&E would like to put another hydroelectric plant on the McCloud, who should
by DuBois, were listed; this time the map included the proper) reached south to Red South of Red Bank Creek and north of Elder Creek was a small th tact? If Nest] Swi | to build ter bottl lant the McCloud
"waymagq." Indian spelling was used, no English version was Bank Creek." p. 4 McTavish used the tribe called Wi-¢'-ker-ril. Whether they were more closely related to €y contact: estié, a owiss company, plans 1o build a water bottiing plant on he vict.loud so
included. The general outline shape still followed the earlier Soush Fork Cottonmwood Crook o~ the Northern Wintu or Nom'lak'-ke s not positively known, but the they may’;nove the water to markets that will pay top dollar for pure water, with whom should they
maps by Kroeber, DuBois and LaPena (1978), but the north drainage basin o create the south / probabilities are that their affinities were with’the latter." p. 4 negotiate’
border was moved up to the Shasta/Siskiyou county line. boundary of the Northern Wintu.
e e O 1 O "The Northern Wintoon (Wintoon To give Federal, State, and private agencies a reference map so they would know which tribe to
STy CARA L__ 1 IMiles proper) reached south'to Red Elder Creek contact, Mark Franco, headman of the Winnemem Wintu, worked with CalTrans to show the
NOMLAKI . | | M | I es Bank Creek." p. 4 McTavish nsed the Q) Winnemem boundaries as they are known from conversations with their elders. The borders drawn
& Sacramento-Red Bank drainage basin by CalTrans are remarkably similar to the border described by Merriam. One difference is the
RECELT2 Nom'—lak'—ke K]”;‘?‘” tbé;,”fb G ' west border — CalTrans used Highway 5 instead of the mountain ridge; a change that is culturally
3 yrbe relevant to both the agency and tribe, based on transportation by car instead of foot.
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